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Overview 

Printing and Graphic Arts Market Value (in millions of U.S. dollars) 
 

 2012 2013 2014 (estimated) 
Total Market Size 338 347 355 
Total Local Production 0 0 0 
Total Exports 0 0 0 
Total Imports 338 347 355 
Imports from the U.S. 173 192 197 

Exchange rate: RD$45.50 – U.S.$1 
Sources: - U.S. Import and Export Merchandise trade statistics (U.S. Trade Online) 

- Dominican Republic Customs Directorate 
 
 

The printing and graphic arts equipment and supplies industry in the Dominican Republic is 
the largest in the Caribbean, with over 2,000 companies operating in the local market, 
approximately 80 percent of which are small enterprises. The balance includes newspapers 
and periodicals, distributors and wholesalers of paper, machinery, and consumable products. 
There is no local production of printing and graphic arts equipment and supplies, the demand 
being entirely supplied by imports.  

The total Dominican market size for printing and graphics arts equipment, spare parts and 
consumable products, including printing paper, was U.S. $347 million in 2013. Industry 
insiders expect a slight market increase of 3 percent in 2014, despite the impact of the 
slowdown of the Dominican economy over the past few years, and the implementation of a 
tax reform package that increases sales tax and impacted general sales significantly.  

The U.S. plays an important role in supplying the printing and graphics market in the DR. 

Sub-Sector Best Prospects  

 Pre-press (used and new equipment)  
 Digital equipment  
 Wide-format printing equipment  
 Offset printing presses  
 Plotters  
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 Cutters  
 Printing numbering machinery  
 Flexography equipment  
 Parts for printing machinery  
 Gravure printing machinery  
 Consumable supplies and inks  
 Computer hardware and software for PGA industry  
 Art and designing software  
 Newsprint paper, paperboard, and paper in rolls  
     

Opportunities  

Over the last few years, the printing and graphic arts industry in the DR has proved to be 
robust and continues to offer export opportunities for U.S. exporters. Demand for printing 
and graphics arts products is expected to grow partly due to the implementation of the 
National Literacy Plan and extended school hours under which educational material is being 
printed by local printing companies, especially by small and medium enterprises, as well as to 
the demand for printed packaging and labels in the cosmetics, food and pharmaceutical 
industries. There is also a Dominican government program managed through the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology that supplies all public schools with text books for 
students. In the past, these books were printed out of the country, but according to a new 
policy of the President Medina administration, books for public schools must be printed 
locally.  

Another factor that contributes to the increase in demand for printing equipment is the policy 
implemented by the Dominican Internal Revenue Service (DGII) that fiscal expense vouchers 
are mandatory and requires the installation of cash registers that produce fiscal expense 
vouchers (comprobante fiscal) for all persons and companies that perform asset transfer 
operations or provide services. Therefore, all companies that sell products or services have to 
use them. This procedure has resulted in an increase in the demand for new printing 
equipment with numbering capability. 

Web Resources 

U.S. Commercial Service Santo Domingo  
Yira Roa, Commercial Specialist  
E-mail: Yira.Roa@trade.gov  
Ph: 809/368-7336 
      809/567-7775  ext. 7336 
   
Asociación Dominicana de Industrias Graficas y Afines - ADIGA  
Ave. San Martín No. 55,  
Edificio Luis Miura 4TO. Piso Apto. 1-E  
Phone: 809 689 2447  
E-mail: adigaorgdo@gmail.com  

mailto:Yira.Roa@trade.gov
mailto:adigaorgdo@gmail.com
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The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner 
 

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 70 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help 
U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist 
in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac. 
 
 
Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in this document is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of the entity, its materials, or 
its products or services 
 
 
International copyright, U.S. Department of Commerce, 2012. All rights reserved outside of the United States. 
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