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Automobile Parts and Services

A Top Export Prospect for Dominican Republic

September 2014

2012 2013 2014 (estimated)
Total Market Size 174 178 183
Total Local Production 5 6 8
Total Exports 4 4 5
Total Imports 173 176 180
Imports from the U.S. 112 115 117

Exchange rate: RD$43.5 — U.S.$1
Sources: - U.S. Census Bureau Statistics
- Department of Economic Studies of the Internal Revenue Directorate

In the Dominican Republic the demand for automotive spare parts is linked to the aging car
population (vehicles older than five years represent 91 percent of the total Dominican vehicle
population), the growth in total vehicle population (an annual increase rate of 5 percent),
and the deterioration of Dominican streets and roads. Statistics from the Department of
Economic Studies of the Internal Revenue Directorate indicate that as of December 2013
there are 3.2 million vehicles circulating in the Dominican Republic. Out of this total vehicle
population, 52.2 percent are motorcycles, 22.3 percent are automobiles, 9.7 percent are
SUV's, 12.8 percent are trucks and pick-up trucks, and the rest accounts for buses.

Imports of Japanese and other Asian automotive spare parts account for 60 percent of total
imports due to the significant car population imported from Asia (75 percent of vehicles in
the Dominican roads are Asian brands). However, 65 percent of all automotive spare parts
(including Asian products) are imported from the U.S. because of proximity and logistics
issues. Although there is local production of batteries and radiators, it only covers a small
percent of the total market, while the rest of the market is supplied from imports.

The market for automotive spare parts it is expected to experience a steady growth of 5
percent annually over the next three years.

Sub-Sector Best Prospects
» Motorcycle spare parts

» Body parts and accessories
» Brakes and parts
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Drive-train parts (suspension shock absorbers, steering wheels)
Batteries

Engines and electrical parts for motor engines

Tires

Used parts
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Opportunities

Because of the prevalence of Asian made vehicles in the Dominican vehicle population,
importation of spare parts for those vehicles represents opportunities for American exporters.
Likewise, the large number of motorcycles in the Dominican cities provides a constant
demand of spare parts for motorcycles.

Web Resources

Trade Specialist who handles automobiles parts and services: Maria Elena Portorreal
Ph: 809/368-7220

809/567-7775 ext. 7220

E-mail: maria.portorreal@trade.gov

Report on the Dominican Vehicle Population (Parque Vehicular):
http://www.dgii.gov.do/estadisticas/parqueVehicular/Documents/ParqueVehicular2013. pdf

The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 70 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service
of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help
U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide. Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist
in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal
advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in this document is for
informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of the entity, its materials, or
its products or services
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