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Overview 

Machinery built in the United States is visible at construction sites, large farms, and industrial 
facilities across Jamaica. Although Jamaicans drive on the left hand side of the road, the 
United States remains an important source of vehicles, and auto parts and accessories. Prior 
to the mid 1990’s, there were severe restrictions on importing motor vehicles. After the 
restrictions were lifted, there was a surge in the variety and number of motor vehicles 
imported. 

Due to a lack of detailed statistical data, the following chart estimates the trade in 
machinery and transportation equipment with Jamaica: 

 

Machinery and Transportation Equipment 
SICT Section “7” 

2009 
US$ 

Millions 

2010 
US$ 

Millions 

2011 
US$ 

Millions 

2012 
US$ 

Millions 
Total Local Production N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Total Exports1 41 16 50 22p 
Total Imports1 820 786 932 919p 

 

 

 

Imports from the U.S.2 304 309 331 322 
1 Source: Planning Institute of Jamaica, Economic and Social Survey Jamaica, Table 6.2 
2 Source:  http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/sitc/sitcCty.pl 
p Preliminary 

 

Sub-Sector Best Prospects  

Best prospects include wheel rims, shock absorbers, clutch parts, brake parts, tires, and fancy 
accessories.    

Opportunities  

Jamaican authorities monitor the quality of the imports, and devote additional attention 
towards imports from certain countries and imported used car parts. This scrutiny increases 
opportunities for new higher quality, but low cost, U.S. aftermarket auto parts. 

Web Resources 

http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/sitc/sitcCty.pl
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For More Information    
 

Jeremy Slezak  
Commercial Officer 
U.S. Embassy Kingston 
(876) 702-6028 
slezakJD@state.gov  

 
 
The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner 
 

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 70 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help 
U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist 
in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac. 
 
 
Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in this document is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of the entity, its materials, or 
its products or services 
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