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The upgrading of the Isiolo International Airport by the Kenyan Government, in line with its 
realization of the economic development blueprint Vision 2030, is underway following a 
groundbreaking launch on February 8, 2013 by Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki. The Project is 
the epicenter of a multi-million dollar effort to open up Northern Kenya, landlocked Ethiopia and 
South Sudan. The President commissioned the completion of the runway that cost 
approximately USD 11 million and launched phase two of the project. The completed 34-meter 
wide runway can accommodate a maximum takeoff weight of 379,016 kilograms. The airport 
has two taxiways and three aprons where aircraft can park and refuel. 

The airport’s second phase will be developed at an estimated cost of USD 10 million. The 
runway will be expanded from the current 1.4km to 2.5km while the apron, which can presently 
accommodate three code ‘C’ aircraft, will be enlarged to accommodate nine.  A passenger 
terminal building with an area of 4,500 square meters and a capacity to handle 125,000 
passengers annually will also be constructed.  Other facilities that are lined up in the second 
phase include: cargo terminals, a parking area, fire station, meteorological center, hangar, 
control tower, and staff quarters.  The project will also provide added convenience to oil 
exploration companies operating in Marsabit and Turkana Counties while attracting investment 
opportunities in the tourism, agricultural and livestock product sectors.        

 
For More Information 

 

The U.S. Commercial Service in Nairobi, Kenya can be contacted via e-mail at: Humphrey.Lilech@trade.gov; 
Phone: +254 (20) 363-6438; Fax: +254 (20) 363-6722. 

 
The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner 

 

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial 
Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing 
expertise to help U.S. companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial 
Service trade specialist in the U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac. 

 
Comments and Suggestions: We welcome your comments and suggestions regarding this market research. 
You can e-mail us your comments/suggestions to: Customer.Care@mail.doc.gov.  Please include the name 
of the applicable market research in your e-mail.  We greatly appreciate your feedback. 

   
Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as 
to the accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are 
advised to independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not 
constitute legal advice. 
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